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thoroughly brave man, an excellent organizer, and an efficient
commander. The regiment he had formed was a model regi-
ment, and the brigade commanded by him on the ill-fated day
of the first battle of Bull Run stood firm as a rock, in perfect
order, when the rout of our panic-stricken army seemed to
sweep everything else with it. While he amused his friends by
his theatrical oddities as a type, he still enjoyed their sincere
respect.

In New York, I found that many of the German cavalry-
men I had counted upon had already enlisted in the infantry
regiments then forming. But there were enough of them left
to enable me to organize several companies in a very short
time, and I should certainly have completed my regiment in
season for the summer campaign, had I not been cut short in
my work by another call from the government. I received a
letter from the Secretary of State informing me that circum-
stances had rendered my departure for my place at Madrid
eminently desirable, and that he wished me to report myself
to him at Washington as soon as possible. This was a hard
blow. So I had to leave the country at that critical period
and to go on my diplomatic errand after all. But hard as it
was, I had to obey. I took it as a just punishment for ever
having yielded to the vain thought of appearing in Europe as
an American Minister Plenipotentiary. I promptly secured
the transfer of my recruiting authority to Colonel Mc-
Reynolds of Michigan, and left New York for Washington.
My regiment was fully organized by my successor before the
lapse of many weeks, and won an excellent reputation in the
field as the First New York Volunteer Cavalry Regiment,
commonly called the " Lincoln Cavalry." Thus it turned out
that for once General Scott's military judgment was at fault.
The war was not over before the volunteer cavalry could take

[ 236 ]eneral and at the same time a very efficient soldier. He was a
